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Abstract

The learning of philosophy has been a subject of debate
among scholars, both in the past and present. However, Islam
has called for the pursuit of all beneficial knowledge. Therefore,
in this brief overview, we sought to trace the positions of
scholars regarding the study of philosophy by referring to
sources and references in the field. Through this research, we
found that some scholars, such as Al-Kindi, Al-Farabi, and lbn
Sina, considered the study of philosophy to be one of the most
important obligations. In contrast, figures like Ibn al-Salah and
Al-Suyuti viewed it as one of the destructive sins. Others, like
Ibn Rushd, took a middle ground, asserting that its study is
necessary under certain conditions. It was also established that
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philosophy is not an independent science; rather, it intersects
with geometry, arithmetic, medicine, and theology, thus differing
from the science of theology, which is the proof of religious
beliefs through rational arguments. Some scholars have
prohibited the study of philosophy, believing that it is
synonymous with the science of theology. However, this is not
the case; there are aspects of philosophy that are beneficial and
others that are harmful. Therefore, Imam Al-Ghazali wrote "The
Incoherence of the Philosophers™ in response to the philosophers
in the realm of theology, stated that learning the philosophy of
geometry is permissible as long as it does not lead to disbelief.
Learning philosophy in the realm of theology is considered
forbidden by the majority of scholars, as the fundamental
principle among philosophers is to prioritize reason over
revelation in matters of belief. However, some have permitted
the study of philosophy in theology for the purpose of defending
the faith under three conditions: the individual must be well-
grounded in Islamic belief, the study must be aimed at refuting
the atheists among the philosophers, and there must be a

necessity for it.
Keywords: Philosophy, Theology, Scholars.
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