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Traditional Qur’anic Schools in Katsina, Nigeria:
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Abstract:

Katsina, a historic city in northern Nigeria, has long stood
as a prominent center of Islamic scholarship and religious
learning. Its traditional Qur’anic schools have played a central
role in the dissemination of Islamic education, serving as
institutions for the memorization and transmission of the Qur’an
across successive generations. These schools are characterized
by a pedagogical system rooted in an inherited educational
model that revolves around three key components: memorization
(hifz), writing, and oral recitation. Despite the shifts brought
about by contemporary educational reforms and societal
changes, this traditional model has retained its core identity and
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functional relevance. This study aims to examine the educational
methodologies employed in these traditional Qur’anic schools in
Katsina by analyzing the mechanisms of memorization, writing,
and recitation. The research further seeks to highlight the
distinctive local strategies and mnemonic tools developed within
these institutions, which have proven effective in facilitating the
retention and precision of Qur’anic verses, especially in handling
textual similarities. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing field observations and locally sourced
documentary evidence to trace the stages of Qur’anic education
as practiced in the region. The findings reveal a structured and
progressive method of instruction that begins with early
memorization, continues with slate-based writing exercises, and
culminates in paper-based transcription. These practices reflect a
localized pedagogical ingenuity that has contributed significantly
to the preservation of Islamic identity and the formation of a
robust scholarly foundation in Katsina over the centuries.
Keywords: Traditional Qur’anic Schools, The Qur’an,
Educational Mechanisms, Islamic Educational Methodology,
Katsina
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- Samuel Wycliff, A Study of the Establishment and Growth of
Private Schools in Katsina, 1980-2010 (Munich: GRIN Verlag,
2012), https://www.grin.com/document/274557.
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